Devon Fitzgerald

English 102

Urban Legends & Work

Urban legends are popular stories alleged to be true and transmitted from person to person by oral or written communication. The stories consist of outlandish, humiliating, humorous, terrifying, or supernatural events — events which, in the telling, always happened to someone else. In lieu of proof, the teller of an urban legend relies on good storytelling and the citing of supposedly trustworthy sources (e.g., "I heard this from a friend of a friend") to boost its credibility. Sometimes, but not always, there's an implied moral message in the story (e.g., "Be careful, or the same thing could happen to you!"). 

Urban legends are a type of folklore — defined as the beliefs, stories and traditions of ordinary people ("the folk") — thus, one way of differentiating between urban legends and other kinds of narratives (popular fiction, for example) is by examining where they come from and how they are disseminated. Legends tend to arise spontaneously and are rarely traceable to a single point of origin. And again, they spread primarily from individual to individual through interpersonal communication, and only in atypical cases through mass media or other institutional means. Because they end up being repeated by many different people in many different places, the stories tend to change over time. Hence, no two versions of an urban legend are ever exactly alike; there can be as many variants as there are tellers of the tale. Even if a story is true, it can still be classified as an urban legend.


For your presentations (which will be informal) I want you to share with the class an urban legend which involves work or some sort of profession. Share the story with the class using visual aids of some kind, a picture you can project, images on a website, handouts, etc. 

In your explanation, you should include what you think the message of the legend is and what fears or values the legend uses to convey that message. What messages about work does the urban legend convey? Why do you think this is so? Make it interesting for us. Think about the issues of appeals and social factors we’ve discussed in class as you approach this presentation.

This is not a speech class and you will not be graded on your ability to speak in front of class. Your grade will be based on how well you “researched” your legend. Did you answer the questions completely? To what extent do you engage us as an audience? Do you use a visual? 

Use of the Visual: 25 pts

Explanation of Work: 25 pts

Explanation of Values: 25 pts
Explanation of Message: 25 pts


